	Ⅰ. Application Forms


	1. Personal Essay & Study Plan (Form2)


□ Is there a length requirement for the personal essay and study plan responses? 

   - There are no general rules and or requirements regarding the length of these essay responses. 
   - HOWEVER, 3-5pages on average would generally suffice. It is important for the applicant to 
deliver detailed context of which he/she wishes to convey to the Admissions Committee (evaluation officer). 
※ Rather than using personal templates, we recommend downloading Form2 and using a Word program to complete these responses. 
※ Korean and or English can be used to complete Form2.
※ Forms can be downloaded from the SNU Admissions Office website (http://admission.snu.ac.kr/).
	2. Recommendation Letter (Form3)


□ Is it acceptable to submit recommendation letters on templates/formats other than the provided form (Form3)? 

   - General rule requires the completion of the recommendation letters on the provided form (Form3). 
However, for legitimate and inevitable circumstances, recommendation letters can be submitted on 
other formats. 
□ May individuals, other than teachers and or professors complete the recommendation letters for the applicants? 
- In general, applicants for the Undergraduate Program should submit recommendation letters from 
their high school teachers and applicants for the Graduate Program should submit 
recommendation letters from their professors. 
  - If applicant cannot obtain recommendation letters from teachers and or professors due to a lengthy 
time interval since the time of graduation, and or for any other legitimate reasons, it can be 
completed by those who know the applicant well and can give SNU a valid overview of his/her 
academic and personal description and strengths. (family members and or relatives are excluded) 
□ Is it required for the recommenders to send the letters directly to SNU? 

   - Per the general rule, recommender should forward the recommendation letter directly to Seoul 
National University, Office of Admissions. However, applicant may also submit the 
recommendation letter along with rest of the forms, as long as the letters are sealed with an official 
stamp/signature. 
□ Are applicants required to submit two(2) letters of recommendation? 

   - Per the general rule, two recommendation letters should be submitted, one from each recommender. 
   - However, if applicant is only able to submit one recommendation letter for any personal reasons, it 
would not serve as a disqualifying factor for the purposes of applicant eligibility. However, as the 
application package will be considered partially incomplete, it may adversely affect his/her 
candidacy for acceptance. 
※ Recommendation letters need to be completed in English or Korean. (for letters in any other language, certified (notarized) translation is required in addition to the un-translated original) 
	3. Graduation(Degree) Certificate & Transcript


	Original documents are required. For any documents drafted in foreign language (other than Korean and or English), certified (notarized) translation is required in addition to the un-translated original.


 < First year Undergraduate Applicants > 

□ I am still enrolled in my current school and have not yet graduated, and therefore cannot submit a graduation certificate. What can I do? 

  - Applicants with pending Graduation status at the enrolled institutions during the application process 
should submit a certified letter from their current academic institution confirming enrollment. If admitted, the newly admitted student must submit Graduation Certificate and Certificate of Degree to applicable departments within 15days after their enrollment at SNU.  
□ Are elementary school and middle school transcripts required? 

   - Elementary school and middle school transcripts are not required for International applicants. 
 < Undergraduate Transfer Applicants > 

 □ Is it required to submit High School Transcript and Graduation Certificate? 
   - Yes, both documents are required. 
 < Master's and Doctoral Degree Program Applicants > 

□ I am scheduled to graduate, however the school system in my country does not issue documents 
regarding future graduation and or scheduled degree. What can I do? 
   - In such cases, applicants should submit a certified letter from their academic institution with current 
enrollment confirmation. If admitted, newly admitted student must submit Graduation Certificate 
and Certificate of Degree to applicable departments within 15days after their enrollment at 
SNU. Failure to submit can lead to revocation of the admission offer. 
□ As an international student from China, I obtained notarization on my graduation certificate and
transcript. Do I still have to submit a verification certificate from China Academic Degree & Graduate 
Education? 
   - If applicant submits graduation/degree/transcript certification from China Academic Degree & 
Graduate Education, notarization can be omitted.
· I am a graduate of Peking University and my school issues graduation certificates and transcripts 
in both English and Chinese. Does such document still require notarization? 

   - Documents in Korean and or English do not require notarization. 
   - However, when submitting theses documents, Certification from China Academic Degree & 
Graduate Education is still required. 
   - Obtaining theses required documentations in English from the applicable academic institution, may 
assist in saving notarization costs for the applicant. 

□ I graduated from a 3year University with a Bachelor's degree (not an Associate's degree). Am I 
eligible to apply for the Master's program at SNU? 
- Yes, however a documentation providing proof, confirming it as a Bachelor's degree is required.  
	4. Applicant and Applicant’s Parents’ Certificate of Nationality & Official Document indicating parent-child relationship (between the applicant and his/her parents)


□ I, the applicant and my parents are all foreign nationals. However in our country, there is no official 
documentation confirming parent-child relationship. What can I do? 

   - Parent-child relationship confirmation documents vary by nation. Therefore a birth certificate can be 
submitted to serve the same purpose. 

· As an applicant of Chinese nationality, can I submit "household register" documentation as a 
verification of parent-child relationship? 

   - Yes, Household Register documentation and or Kinship Certification can be submitted to verify 

parent-child relationship. 
 □ Per the application instructions, it appears that a copy of applicant's parents' passports can be 
submitted to verify parents' nationality. However what can I do if my parents do not possess passports? 
   - If applicant's parents do not possess passports, a copy of an official Identification Documentation
issued by the applicable nation can be used as a substitute. For applicants of Chinese nationality, 
please note that the Household Register documentation and or Kinship Certification cannot verify 
nationality of his/her parents. Therefore if applicant’s parents do not possess passports, submission 
of a copy of parents' Identification Documentation is required.    
· If I cannot submit parent-child relationship verification documentation due to financial reasons and or geographical limitations, is there an alternative method? 
   - For foreign nationals residing overseas, an explanation of reasons for omission of the Certificate of 
Facts Concerning Entry and Exit as well as Confirmation of Facts Agreement (Form5) can be submitted as a substitute. If residing in Korea, Certificate of Facts Concerning Entry and Exit can be submitted as a substitute. 
	5. Certificate of Facts Concerning Entry and Exit


 □ If applicant and both parents are all foreign nationals, is the Certificate of Facts Concerning Entry 
and Exit required? 

· No, Certificate of Facts Concerning Entry and Exit is not required for such applicants.
· The submittal of Certificate of Facts Concerning Entry and Exit is required for:
1) Undergraduate Transfer Applicants 
2) Applicants of Korean Origin & Foreign Nationals, who received his/her entire education outside of Korea. 
(Failure to submit, will result in disqualification of applicant eligibility) 
 □ What institute issues the Certificate of Facts Concerning the Entry and Exit? 

    - This certificate is issued by the Immigration Office and or a Dong Office 

    - Applicants of Korean origin can obtain the certificate on-line at www.egov.go.kr, free of charge. 

(NB: Certificate of Approval under requestor’s own name will be required)  
    - Foreign national applicants residing in Korea can obtain the Certificate of facts concerning the 

Entry and Exit by visiting the Immigration Office of their jurisdiction and or a Dong Office. Please note that the applicable institution will require Alien/Foreigner Registration document, and the process may take up to 3hours.   
※ Processing Fee: 1000 won 

	6. English & Korean Proficiency Tests


 □ Does SNU require English proficiency test scores? 

   - English proficiency test scores are not required, rather are optional supplementary materials. 
Omission of the English proficiency test score does not disqualify the individual of their applicant eligibility, and no minimum cutoff line applies to these scores. 
   - However, depending on the academic department of interest, submitted scores may be considered in 
an advantageous manner for the applicant. 
  - Only those scores obtained prior to the application deadline will be accepted. No exceptions will be made. 
 □ I am an applicant of Chinese nationality and do not have an official English proficiency test score.
Will SNU accept my English grade obtained from a Chinese academic institute? 
   - If the applicant submits their English grade obtained from a University, it can be taken into 
consideration during the evaluation process. 
 □ Can I submit my English proficiency test score, even though the effective date of the score has 
expired? 
    - Yes, you may submit the score. 
 □ Does SNU require original score report of TOEFL, SAT and other test results? 

   - Per the general rule, Yes. However, if for any reason applicant is unable to submit the original score 
report, they may submit a copy along with a certification from their school with a validity confirmation. 
 □ Does SNU accept TOEFL and SAT scores sent directly from ETS and other institutes responsible
for conducting these examinations?   
- Yes. Seoul National University Code is 7972. 
 □ Is it required for citizens of the United States of America to submit English proficiency test 
scores?   
- Citizens of countries with English as the national language, are not required to submit English 

proficiency test scores. 
 □ Does SNU require Korean proficiency test score?
   - Korean proficiency test scores are an optional component of the application. However, submitted 
scores may be taken into consideration during the evaluation process. 

  - It is not necessary for the applicants of Korean origin to submit Korean proficiency test scores.
  - Admitted students who are notified for the Korean Proficiency test should refer to the test schedule
included in the Certificate of Admission for the date and location of the test. Students whose
Korean proficiency is below Level 4, restrictions may be placed for the entrance date and the 
number of credits per semester. 
(Those with Korean proficiency above level 5 will be exempt)  
※ Language ability is only one of the factors that SNU utilizes in evaluating applicants, and therefore will not be a sole determining factor of final admission decision. 
  

	7. Financial Certification (Form4)


 □ Who can be considered a Sponsor on the Financial Certification?  

    - It can be an individual or an organization. 
    - Parents can serve as sponsors for Undergraduate applicants. 

- Master’s and Doctoral program applicants can serve as their own sponsor. 
□ Are financial certification and a bank statement indicating the current balance required?
· At the time of application, only the financial certification is required. However, please note that if successfully admitted, the bank statement indicating the current balance will be required at the time of visa issuance. 
	8. Additional material for applicants of Fine Arts, Music, Physical Education and Fine Arts Education programs.


 □ Which applicants are required to submit photographs of artworks and or related projects/products? 
   - The photographs of artworks and or related projects/products are only required for those applicants 
of Fine arts, Music, Physical Education, and Fine Arts Education programs. 
	9. Supplementary Material


 □ What is considered supplementary material and are the applicants required to submit them? 
   - This is an optional component of the application process and only the applicable applicants should 
submit them. 
   - Supplementary materials should display applicant’s academic ability (awards, language proficiency 
test scores, aptitude test results from one’s area of specialty, activity data, leadership activity, community service and etc,) and will be considered during the evaluation process if submitted.
	10. Agreement for Verification of Academic Records


· What is the Agreement for Verification of Academic Record form, and is it required? 

   - This form indicates applicant’s agreement in SNU’s direct obtainment of their academic records 
from the applicable school and therefore is a required document.
  - For all applicants excluding those of Chinese nationality, School contact information for Academic 
records Release form can be printed upon the completion of on-line registration process. Applicants of Chinese nationality can download the Academic Certification Form and complete it in Chinese. 
  - Applicant should not complete the bottom portion of the Agreement for verification of Academic
Record form labeled Verification Report. (SNU and applicant’s school will complete this portion). 
	11. Others


 □ Which forms need to be confirmed by the Consul and or Apostille and is the confirmation by the 
two institutes mandatory? 
   - Starting fall of 2010, only the admitted students will be required to submit forms confirmed by 
Consul and or Apostille 
  - Graduation certificate, Degree Certificate and Transcript require the confirmation by Consul and or 
Apostille.
  - Once SNU receives confirmation by Consul and or Apostille from the applicant, no further 
confirmation will be necessary for future documents.  
· I am currently enrolled in Master’s program at Seoul National University and plan on entering the Doctoral program. What are some of the exempt documents for the application process?
   - Official certificates of graduation and transcripts from schools and/or Universities located outside of
Korea and official document indicating Parent-child relationship between the applicant and his/her parents (including certificate of applicant’s parent’s nationality) are exempt. 
 □ Does SNU require all submitted documents to be originals?
   - All submitted documents are required to be originals. However, if due to inevitable conditions,
(including applying to other schools and etc.) applicant is unable to submit the original documents, he/she may obtain a certification confirming the validity of the copy from their academic institution.
 □ Is there an age restriction for the applicants? 

   - No, there is no age restriction for applicants.
 □ Can admitted students defer enrollment if matriculation cannot be carried out for personal reasons?
   - Admitted students may not defer enrollment. Students who wish to defer enrollment must re-apply. 
 □ What is the tuition rate? 

   - Tuition rate varies depending on the academic department. For undergraduate programs College of 
Humanities average approximately 2,800,000 won and College of Natural Science average approximately 3,400,000 won per semester. For Master’s program, College of Humanities average approximately 3,400,000 won and College of Natural Science average approximately 4,000,000 won per semester. For further information, please refer to the Admissions Guide.
 □ Is Graduate Transfer available? 

   - No. Only Undergraduate Transfer is available.
 □ What is the general level of competition for the International Student Admissions Process? 

   - International Student Admissions Process does not have a required quota, rather it considers the 
academic ability of each applicants during the selection process. For example, if a total of 10 applicants all possess the qualities and the academic ability SNU requires, all 10 applicants may be selected. However, if none of the 10 applicants meet the criteria and academic standard required by SNU, there may not be any admitted applicants. 
-  However, the competition rate can be considered to be approximately 3~4 to 1.
	II. International Student Evaluation Process


	1. Selection Requisites and Etc.


 □ Is there an interview or an examination? 

   - There is no interview and no separate examination. However, during the selection process, 
applicants may receive personal contact for a phone interview regarding certain components of the application requiring additional verification.
   - For Applicants of Korean origin who received his/her education outside of Korea and are applying 
for the Department of Fine Arts and/or Physical Education will be required to complete practical skill and/or talent examination. (Details regarding the examinations will be announced by the applicable department).
· What qualities does SNU look for, when evaluating international students and what is the most 
important quality? 
   - The evaluation process is a total process that takes all aspects of the applicant’s qualities into 
consideration. Qualities displayed in the submitted personal essay, study plan, transcript, 
activities completed in relation to the applied area of study, leadership, volunteer and language 
ability are some of the components included in the total evaluation process. 

   - Academic achievement records from prior school assumes a vital role in the evaluation process. 
    Undergraduate Applicants may submit their High School Profile to be considered in the evaluation 
process. 
   - However superior academic grades and or language proficiency exam results do not guarantee 
admission acceptance, as all of the factors mentioned above are taken into consideration in the total evaluation process. 

 □ Does SNU acknowledge A-Level courses and IB Diploma for International Undergraduate
Applicant? 
· It is accepted as High School academic achievement and therefore types of completed courses and the level of achievement are factors that will be taken into consideration during the evaluation process. 

	III. Applicant Eligibility and Evaluation Process


	1. International Applicants(Applicant & applicant’s parents are all foreign nationals)


 □ Will my applicant eligibility be revoked if I fail to submit an Official document indicating parent-
child relationship? 

   - For applicants until the year of 2009, it was a factor for applicant eligibility revocation. 
   - For applicants from the year 2010 semesters, if the official document indicating parent-child 
relationship cannot be submitted, Form 5 (Letter of Agreement) may be submitted detailing the 
reason for the non-submittal. 
	2. Applicants of Korean origin who received entire education outside of Korea


□ I am a foreign national (Parents hold Korean citizenship) and am scheduled to graduate from an 
international school located in Korea. Am I eligible to apply through International student admissions 
process as a foreign student? 
  - SNU does not generally acknowledge international schools located in Korea as foreign schools, 
therefore such applicants cannot apply through International student admissions process as a foreign student. 
□ I hold a dual citizenship and attended Middle school in Korea. Am I eligible to apply through 
International student admissions process as a foreign student?

   - Korean citizens who hold dual citizenship are considered “Applicants of Korean Origin” and 

therefore are not eligible to apply as foreign students.
     However, if the applicant with a dual citizenship received his/her entire education overseas, they are 
eligible to apply through the international student admissions process. 
□ I attended 6 months of elementary school in Korea. Am I eligible to apply through International 
student admissions process?

   - If an applicant has previously been enrolled in a school located in Korea, Applicant eligibility
assessment board will assess the situation. Please note: per the general rule, if applicant attended a school in Korea for 6 months, eligibility is not available. 
  - However, if applicant resided and attended a school in Korea for inevitable reasons (an uprising in 
applicant’s nation, civil war, location specific illness; in which some type of proof explaining the situation will be requested) applicant eligibility assessment board will assess the situation for any possible exceptions. 
 □ I have not received any schooling in Korea. However, due to a difference in the educational system, 
I received 23 semesters of schooling (in a 12year schooling system). Am I eligible to apply? 
   - In case of being short a semester due to inevitable circumstances, the situation may be reviewed and
an exception made be applied.
□ As an applicant of Korean origin, I have received Middle School and High School education outside 
of Korea. Am I eligible to apply through International student admissions process? 
   - No, in such case no eligibility applies. 

   - However, such applicants do have the option of applying through the non-scheduled admission. 
(NB: If applicant has received their entire High School education outside of Korea, they will be exempt from taking the “Korean Aptitude Test” )
 □ To apply as an undergraduate applicant, is it required that I completed at least 12 years of 
education? 
   - SNU acknowledges the differences in various national educational system and their schooling years. 
Therefore completing the full duration of required schooling years in the applicable nation will be accepted by SNU, even if it does not equal 12 years. 
   - If the nation’s education system offers a full duration of 11 years, completing the full 11 years
(elementary school, middle school, and high school) will give applicant eligibility【However, if 
applicant starts his/her education in a nation with a 12year program then relocates to an area with a 
11year program and graduated from the latter, there will be no eligibility; Guideline from Ministry 
of Education, Science and Technology (cross completion exclusion)】 

  - In a 13year program, we recommend that applicant complete all 13 years. However, if the applicant 
completes only 12 years of the recommended 13years but submits documentation providing proof for having obtained a graduation certificate and completed A-Level courses, he/she will be eligible to apply. 
□ I am a foreign national (my parents are of Korean origin) and have received entire education outside 
of Korea. Am I required to submit the Certificate of Facts Concerning Entry and Exit?

   - Yes, applicant must submit the Certificate of Facts Concerning Entry and Exit. Failure to submit,
will result in revocation of the applicant eligibility. 
□ I am a foreign national (my parents are of Korean origin) applying for the Undergraduate Transfer 
Program. What are some of the application eligibility requirements? 
   - Undergraduate transfer applicants must have completed at least two years in a degree program at a 
four-year university outside of Korea in order to be eligible. 
   - However, for international applicants with both parents who are foreign nationals, eligibility still
applies even if they have completed their two years in a degree program at a four-year university in Korea. 
 □ Am I eligible to apply for the undergraduate transfer program as a Korean citizen? 
   - No, applicants of Korean nationality are not eligible to apply for the undergraduate transfer program 
through International student admissions process.
※ For further details regarding applicant eligibility, please submit your question to: snuadmit@snu.ac.kr    
□ As a Korean national, I took the qualification examination in Japan for personal reasons. Can I 
apply for the undergraduate program? 
   - If the applicant has received full course of education outside of Korea, and the applicable country 
acknowledges the applicant’s qualification examination results to be equal to that of a high school graduate degree and gives eligibility for them to apply to Universities of that country, then we will also acknowledge the same and will provide applicant eligibility. (Submittal of proof will be required) 

※ Required Graduation Period
-Fall Semester (September) applicants need to graduate by August,31st
-Spring Semester (March) applicants need to graduate by February, 28th
(For Japanese nationals, we will accept up to March graduates)
※ If applicant fails to submit the Graduation Certificate, Degree Certificate and Transcript, 
applicant eligibility will be revoked. 
※ Applicants with pending graduation at the time of the applications process, must submit the 
graduation certificate (undergraduate applicants) and Degree certificate (graduate program applicant) if 
and once admitted. Failure to submit these required documents can result in admission offer being 
rescinded.
	Ⅳ. On-line Application Process


	※ On-line registration procedure information and additional details will be provided via separate means


□ Registration Procedure
   - Visit the Seoul National University Office of Admissions web site at http://admission.snu.ac.kr. →
click on globe icon on the bottom right portion of the page → Member log-in (enter in personal information) → complete form. 

     
      -STEP1: Application enrollment process, college of interest and personal/parents’ information. 
      -STEP2:  Enter in the applicant’s school information. (Foreign national 

applicants with both parents being of foreign nationals as 

well, please enter in the most recent school of enrollment. Those 
applicants that received entire education outside of Korea should 
enter in their prior school information)
      -STEP3: Submit processing fee 

     → Once applicant confirms the completion of the documents being submitted, the package may be 
sent via mail or by visiting the office. 
※ Finalization of the On-line registration process will completed only after the processing fee has been submitted. (The on-line registration process will not be finalized, until the fee has been submitted)

※ Modifications can be made until the registration process finalizes via submittal of the fee.
□ Payment methods? 

· Payments can be made with either a credit card or a “Pay on Account” deposit method

· Debit cards/check cards cannot be used, however credit cards (even a third party credit card) can be used.   
· “Pay on Account” deposit method allows the user to choose from 3 different banks (Woori, Nong-Hyup, Shinhan). Once a selection has been made, a false bank account number will be issued which can be used to make the payment deposit. Once payment deposit has been made, log on to application log-in website at (apply.uway.com) and click on the deposit confirmation button to complete the process. 

	Ⅴ. Applied/Admitted ratio status for International Applicants Admissions Process


	1. 2007~2009 Academic Year 

Applied/Admitted ratio status for International Applicants Admissions Process (Inclusive of Applicants that received entire education outside of Korea)


Please see attached charts

< 2007 Sping+Fall Semester > 
	Classification
	New Undergraduate Applicants
	Undergraduate Transfer Applicants
	Master’s Program Applicants
	Doctoral Program Applicants
	Total

	
	No. of Applicants
	No. of Admitted Students
	No. of Applicants
	No. of Admitted Students
	No. of Applicants
	No. of Admitted Students
	No. of Applicants
	No. of Admitted Students
	No. of Applicants
	 No. of Admitted Students

	International Applicants with both parents as foreign nationals
	158
	33
	27
	5
	413
	246
	186
	105
	784
	389

	Applicants that received entire education outside of Korea
	180
	56
	0
	0
	32
	10
	6
	3
	218
	69

	Total
	338
	89
	27
	5
	445
	256
	192
	108
	1,002
	458


< 2008 Spring+Fall Semester > 
	Classification
	New Undergraduate Applicants
	Undergraduate Transfer Applicants
	Master’s Program Applicants
	Doctoral Program Applicants
	Total

	
	No. of Applicants
	No. of Admitted Students
	No. of Applicants
	No. of Admitted Students
	No. of Applicants
	No. of Admitted Students
	No. of Applicants
	No. of Admitted Students
	No. of Applicants
	No. of Admitted Students

	International Applicants with both parents as foreign nationals
	260
	57
	18
	5
	637
	270
	195
	102
	1,110
	434

	Applicants that received entire education outside of Korea
	237
	69
	2
	0
	19
	6
	6
	4
	264
	79

	Total
	497
	126
	20
	5
	656
	276
	201
	106
	1,374
	513


< 2009 Spring+Fall Semester > 
	Classification
	New Undergraduate Applicants
	Undergraduate Transfer Applicants
	Master’s Program Applicants
	Doctoral Program Applicants
	Total

	
	No. of Applicants
	No. of Admitted Students
	No. of Applicants
	No. of Admitted Students
	No. of Applicants
	No. of Admitted Students
	No. of Applicants
	No. of Admitted Students
	No. of Applicants
	No. of Admitted Students

	International Applicants with both parents as foreign nationals
	242
	72
	21
	3
	617
	271
	202
	125
	1,082
	471

	Applicants that received entire education outside of Korea
	334
	83
	2
	0
	24
	4
	7
	3
	367
	90

	Total
	576
	155
	23
	3
	641
	275
	209
	128
	1,449
	561


< 2010 Spring Semester > 
	Classification
	New Undergraduate Applicants
	Undergraduate Transfer Applicants
	Master’s Program Applicants
	Doctoral Program Applicants
	Total

	
	No. of Applicants
	No. of Admitted Students
	No. of Applicants
	No. of Admitted Students
	No. of Applicants
	No. of Admitted Students
	No. of Applicants
	No. of Admitted Students
	No. of Applicants
	No. of Admitted Students

	International Applicants with both parents as foreign nationals
	235
	47
	12
	7
	232
	86
	100
	55
	579
	195

	Applicants that received entire education outside of Korea
	398
	120
	2
	0
	19
	8
	4
	3
	423
	131

	Total
	633
	167
	14
	7
	251
	94
	104
	58
	1,002
	326


